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for determination of desired future conditions in Jamaica Bay
Gateway National Recreation Area
National Parks Service, Jamaica Bay Unit
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Georeferenced image from the 19505 laid over the 2005 satellite image of Floyd Bennett Field.

In the 1950s, New York City commissioned a series of high definition aerial
photos of the entire urban region. The photos for the Jamaica Bay section are

being compared to current satellite imagery in order to analyze shoreline
characteristics and help determine desired conditions for the Jamaica Bay.
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Shoreline Characteristics
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The white boundary delimits the Jamaica Bay Unit of the Gateway Mational Recreation Area

Present Conditions

Shoreline 1349 6136 10 %
[iman Modded [ 56751 42951] AT 14%)
Resxlence 14746 67924 10 69%
Commercal 15048 09855 1091%
Parkang Lot 68 30517 012M%
Badge 714 628212 0 52%
Dock Lh 195673 0 41%
Pier 246 524 0. 18%
Paved Road 25 23527 147%
Beach Developed 1727 225401 125%
Steel or Conorele Bulldead (V) 121 92M72 0192%
Steel or Conorele Bulldead (D) 6285 856581 4 56%
Rock Bulkhead (V) 1721 504916 125%  Patential reclamation site (above) and typical
Rock Bulkhead (D) 12055 03398 874%  chaoreline condition (helow).
[Human Bodified [re-class ed) |
Siuchere™ 13417 75229 24 2%
Road Pl | PR L YT 14M%
Bulkhead™* M3 31794 1547M%
[Natwral 81100 62291 58 79%|
Sand 25067 0317 18 1%
Veqgelabhon ShiN¥ 096 A4 i

*nclices residence, commmetcial pariing ot bricge, dock, pler, beach develoned

Finciuckes sl bulkhaeacts n fiont of ceveioped (00 ahod vegetated (1) areas

The shoreline of Jamaica Bay (including Broad Channel Island) and its primary
creeks is roughly 60% natural and 40% human-modified (see table above for
exact figures). The majority (roughly 70%) of the natural coastline contains
vegetation with the remainder comprised of sand beaches. It is important to keep
in mind, though, that these natural shorelines often do not extend back very far
before reaching developed areas. The majority (roughly 60%) of the human-
modified areas are comprised of structures {mostly residential and commercial)
built directly on the shoreline, with the remainder mostly comprised of bulkheads
in front of developed areas. This analysis is being used to identify priority sites
for hardened shoreline reclamation in short and long term plans for the bay.
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