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How to solve the growing global food

crisis, in three steps

like a bolt out of the blue, but warning lights

were in fact flashing. Imbalances of global
food supply and demand had been building for years
beneath the public view.

The surge of world food prices this year came

It’s our job now to restore a balance of food supply
and demand, and to defuse the long-term factors
that can still come back to haunt us.

To date, American policy has been part of the
problem, not the solution. In a mix of misguided
energy policy and brazen special interest politics,
the U.S. adopted a bio-fuel boondoggle. Taxpayers
pay billions of dollars each year to subsidize large
grain companies to covert corn to ethanol. Yet on
balance, corn-based ethanol saves little if any oil
and natural gas, since the production of corn and
its conversion to bio-fuel uses enormous amounts
of energy. Meanwhile, ethanol drives up world food
prices, especially considering that as much as one-
third of the total corn crop this year is destined for
the gas tank.

To add insult to injury, for decades the U.S. and Eu-
rope lectured Africa, Haiti and other poor countries
not to subsidize their own farmers - even for farmers
so deep in poverty that they can’t afford to buy the
most basic inputs of fertilizer and high-yield seeds
in order to get started as commercial farmers.

That bad advice is only now ending, but as a result
of it, Africa’s and Haiti’s peasant farmers have re-
mained stuck with the world’s lowest grain yields,
roughly one third or one fourth of what they’d get
if they planted with fertilizer and improved seeds.
Matters have gotten worse over time, as soils have
been depleted of nutrients because of the failure to

replenish the depleted tropical soils with a proper
mix of chemical and organic fertilizers. In our mis-
guided and lobby-driven politics, we wait for food
disasters to strike, and then ship emergency food aid.

We have the opportunity to start fixing things, for
our own good and the world’s, if we do three things
fast.

First, the U.S. and other rich countries should in-
crease funding for the World Food Program so that
it can cover the rising costs of its urgent programs
to feed the world’s hungriest and most vulnerable
people. The WFP needs around $2 billion in the
coming year, which comes to around $2 per each
person in the U.S., Europe and Japan.
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